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the Congress and Khilafat offices in Bengal, the United Provinces
and Assam. The unity of method betrays unity of design and,
therefore, pre-arranged plan to kill the movement by killing the
Congress and the Khilafat Committees.
RESPONSE FROM BIHAR
Thus runs a wire1 from Patna:
Another telegram reads:
Eighteen batches volunteers paraded town 10 to 4 Monday chiefly
law-courts. Appealing litigants send cases panchayats. One prominent
vakil being requested follow example, other vakils abused, slapped two
volunteers Habib and Abdul Majid who remained perfectly non-violent
continued work more firmly. People realizing the truth of non-violence.
Use of khadi getting general. Preparing for further civil disobedience.
Bihar, the land of Janaka2 and Sita, the land of perhaps the
most afflicted and docile people in all India, is a land of sorrows.
Bihar is a province which has kept most non-violent. It has shown
splendid results in most items of non-co-operation. Whereas eight-
teen months ago, the charkha and the use of khadi were unknown
to Bihar, its villages today contain thousands of them, and thou-
sands of men and women now habitually wear khadi. It contains
both among its Hindus and Mussulmans, probably, the most self-
less workers throughout India who work silently and without
bragging. No one has uttered a whisper about the sincerity of its
leaders. And yet even Bihar has come in for this ruthless inter-
ference with peaceful activity.
But it is all for the good of the country. The Bihari will feel
all the stronger for the imprisonments, the kicks and the slaps if
they are borne ungrudgingly, valiantly and without ill will. Let
the people be tried as to their faith in non-violence, in khadi, in
temperance, in avoidance of litigation, in self-restraint and self-
purification. That would be also our fitness for swaraj.
THE "INDEPENDENT" SUPPRESSED
It will be remembered that immediately after Mr. George
Joseph's arrest when a new declaration was made by Mr. Maha-
dev Desai as publisher and printer, a security of Rs. 2,000 was
demanded. Under Panditji's advice, the security demanded was
lodged and the paper reappeared after a day's suspension. The
1 Not reproduced here; it reported arrests of a dozen leading men besides
150 volunteers.
2 Father of Sita in the epic Ramayana